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Squirrel sayS, 


Hello Friends, 

_ here's how to make sure 

~ you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! - 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to the address below stating the number of 
the first part you want and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. You may order as many copies as you like but 
we suggest a minimum of 10 parts. You can calculate the 
amount to pay by multiplying the cover price by the 
number of parts required: for example 10 parts x £1.20 
will cost £12. Postage and packing are free. 


If you haven't got pont panic! 


all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below 
stating which parts you want us to 
send you and enclosing the appropriate 
payment. Each part costs £1.20 except part 1 

which only costs 60p. Postage and packing are free. 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box 
holds 26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to 
write to the address below stating the number of Tidy 
Boxes you want and enclosing the payment. Postage 
and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 
Cheques or postal orders should be payable to 
Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If paying by credit card, be 
sure to state the cardholder’s name, type of card 
(Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You can 
phone your order on 0424 755755. 


WHERE TO SEND YOUR ORDER 

All orders should be sent to: Farthing Wood Friends 
Subscriptions, PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 
4TJ or telephone 0424 755755. 


CUSTOMER ENQUIRIES 0424 755755 
(For readers in the UK and Republic of Ireland) 
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42: Warden 


She flew back 
Fe turn S to report what 

‘ é she had seen. 
- 4 “The Warden’s 
back,” she told 


Fox and Vixen. 


“Let’s hope 
the poachers 
know that, 
too,” said Fox. 


Next day, Owl was flying over the Warden’s 
cottage when she saw a column of smoke 
coming out of the chimney. 


Lady Blue crouched very still until Weasel 
was only a few feet away. Then she leapt ... 
but Weasel was too fast for her. 


Lady Blue was teaching her cubs how to 
hunt. She spotted Weasel coming through 
the forest. “Watch me,” she told them. 


“Get away from me,” 
Measly wailed. “You’re 
nothing but trouble. 
I was all right 
until I met you.” 


Weasel dived into a thick bush and found 
Measly. “Thank goodness you're here to 
protect me,” she cried, kissing him. 

“T haven’t seen you for ages.” 


A few evenings later, there was a full moon 
and the poachers returned. Kestrel spotted 
them and went to tell Fox. 


The Rabbits 
heard the gunfire 
in their burrow. 
“Oh, my poor 
babies,” wailed 
Mrs Rabbit. 


Mr Rabbit just 
put his paws 
over his ears 
and trembled. 


The men strolled past the lake and saw the 
two herons standing in the reeds. As they 
raised their guns, Whistler shouted “Duck!” 


“They’re shooting at anything that moves,” 
said Fox. “The Warden could stop them,” 
said Vixen. “You are the only one brave 
enough to lead us to him, Fox.” 


The animals set off towards the Warden’s 
cottage. They waited at the edge of the 
wood and Fox went on alone. 


Fox stopped outside the house, lifted his 
head and howled. The poachers spotted 
him and fired wildly, but they missed. 


The howling Fox and the shot alerted the “All right you two, hands up!” said 
Warden. “What on earth ...?” he said to the Warden to the two poachers. 
himself, pushing Cat off his knee and 

taking down his gun. 


Surprised to see him back home, they Seeing this, Fox ran between their legs to 
dropped their guns and obeyed. join the other Farthing Wood animals. 


“Well I'll be blowed!” said the Warden, as he Next week: The new generation. 
spotted the group standing in the trees. 


All About... 
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66Hello there. Common snail reporting from under a 


stone in a quiet grassy corner at the edge of White Deer 


We Common snails are also called Garden 
snails. This is because we often live in gardens, 
though not in ones that are near smoky, 
polluted buildings. Our shell is about 30mm 
high and wide. It is blotchy brown with bands 
of darker brown. The main part of our body, 
where the heart, kidney and lung (we only have 
one) are, is curled up inside the shell. We have 
two pairs of tentacles (feelers). We see with the 
longer pair, which have eye spots at the tip, 
and taste with the shorter ones. 


HOMING INSTINCT 

Although snails move slowly, pulling themselves 
along with their muscly foot, they know where 
they’re going. To test how good their sense of 
direction is, mark a Common snail by putting a 
dab of coloured nail varnish on its shell. Then 
take it at least 6m from its home and put it 
down on the ground. As long as it is not eaten 
by a predator on the way, it will probably have 
got back to its base by the next day. 


Park. I’m just one of about 80 different kinds of snails 


that you can find in Britain and Ireland. | 
know I'm small, and not exactly a fast 
mover, but that doesn't mean I’m not 
S interesting. Read on... 
We snails belong to a group of 
animals called gastropods — that's 
Latin for ‘stomach foot’. All gastropods 
have one muscly foot and a movable 
tongue, called a radula. Most have a 
hard, protective shell and live in water. 
Like our relatives the slugs, we can live 
on land but we need moisture to make the 
slime that helps us to move along rough 
ground and over obstacles. When this 
slime dries, you can see it as a 
silvery trail on the ground.99 
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SNAIL FARMS 

The Roman snail, which 
is also known as the 
Edible snail, existed in 
Britain long before the 
Romans arrived. The 
reason it is often called 
the Roman snail is that 
the Romans found them 
particularly tasty. They 
even had special farms 
where the snails were 
fattened up on bran 
soaked in wine. 


ed 
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We usually shelter during 
the day, often in a group. 
We stay under a rockery 
stone or in old flower pots. 
We crawl out at night to 
feed on leaves and fruit. Our 
tongue is covered with tiny 
teeth, and we use it to 
scrape away at the surface. 
These teeth help us cope 
with quite tough plants. 


Ra: 


EGGS AND YOUNG 

After mating in spring, we lay a cluster 
of round, white eggs in a dip in the soil. 
Usually there are 30-40 eggs, but there 
can be as many as 100. Three or four 
weeks later, the eggs hatch and the 
young emerge, just like miniature 
versions of us adults. 


The first thing the 
young snails do is eat 
their own eggshell. 
This provides them 
with lime to help them 
build up their own 
shells as they grow 
bigger. They keep 
adding to their shell, in 
a spiral pattern, until 
they are fully grown. 


All About... 
Shells 


¢6Most of us snails need a good supply 
of lime or chalk to make our shells. 
That is why you don’t usually find us in 
pine forests or heathland, but you do in 
chalk or limestone areas. 

The best way to tell the difference 
between the various kinds of snail you 
see is by looking at the shell. Some are 
tall and thin, others round and fat or 
wide and flat. The openings of the 
shells are different shapes, too. The 
colour, pattern and what the shell feels 
like also help you to discover which 
snail you are looking at.99 


This White-lipped snail survives the hot, dry 
conditions of sand dunes by sealing off the 
entrance to its shell with a hard slime. This 
stops its body from drying out during the day. 


Noiatoa! 


RECORD 
MUNCHER 

The African giant snail 
looks quite like the 
Common snail but it is 
nearly seven times 
bigger. It is the largest 
gastropod that lives 
on land and it has a 
huge appetite for all 
kinds of plants. 


1 Some snails, like the Grove snail, which 
is often found at the bottom of hedges, . 
are boldly patterned with bands of colour. 


5 Another thing to look for, when 
you're trying to identify snails, is 


the top of the shell. Is it smooth 6 Most seashore periwinkles have 
2 Nearly all snails in Britain and Ireland are and rounded, like the Common pointed tops. They cling to rocks 
hermaphrodite. This means that each snail is snail’s, or is it pointed, like this and weeds along the shore, 
both male and female and can mate with other Amber snail's? Although it is a grazing on lichens and algae with 
snails and lay eggs. Roman snails, which have 3 Certain snails, like the Garlic glass snail, 4 The Round-mouthed land snail land snail, the Amber prefers to their rough tongues. They can 
yellowish brown shells with darker bands, are have almost transparent shells through 4 is obviously related to the live on the edges of marshy land. survive long spells out of water, 
the largest in Britain. They are famous for the which you can see their dark bodies. Their seashore periwinkle (6) as they though most of them need water 
movements they do before mating. shells are mainly made up of a horn-like have the same shaped shell. for their young to develop. 


They circle one another, feeling each « } material and have little chalk or lime in 
other all over with their tentacles. Then « them. This means that they can live in 
they push the front part of their bodies “, fo places like heaths and moors. 

up and press against each other with =" The Garlic snail gives off a smell of garlic, 
the bottom part of the foot. Gf EE which is very strong if you give it a poke. 
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Paddock and Toad had an adventure 
when a little boy put them in jam jars to 
take them home. Luckily, Whistler was 
around to rescue them - but he had to 
get help from the Warden. For the two 
toads, it was love at first flight! 
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A RIVER'S STORY 
66Caaw! I’ve got a great view of _ 

the river from up here. | can see it 
start as a trickle in the mountains;- 
turn into a fast stream, then grow. 
“bigger and wider. The wildlife along its course. 


changes, too. Only a few plants and animals _ 
“e.can stand the rough headwaters. Lower down, 


AP ewes, 


Rook's Challenge: the river is a great 
place for bird spotting. How many binds. 
can. you see in the pictures? ‘ per. 


we 


FREE FARTHING WOOD POSTER 
Remove carefully from your magazine. 
© EBU 1992 Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
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ecret World of..( eo 
; — Cormorants often fish in 


; ane estuaries (see main pic). 
Did you find two swallows, three This is a shag — similar to 


cormorants, two terns, a heron, four a cormorant, but glossy 
ducks, a harrier, a buzzard and a Grey green and crested in 
wagtail? Including me, 16 birds in all. summer. Shags defend 
their nest by croaking, 
hissing, pecking and even 
grunting like a pig. 


Salmon swim up the river to spawn near the 
place where they were born. The journey 
from the sea is tiring. They often rest in’ 
deep pools before leaping up waterfalls 
or swimming against strong currents. 


; y Willow moss grows on 
rocks in the tumbling 
/ waters of mountain streams. 
In Lapland, it is used to 

fireproof houses. 


The Banded agrion damselfly 
is one of a host of insects 
buzzing over quiet 
stretches of river on 
summer days. The Water crowfoot > 
male is dazzling is one of many water 
metallic green or _ plants of the river. In 
blue with adark June, its yellow and 
blotch on his wing. _ white flowers open 
The female is above the water. 
greenish but not 
so brilliant. 


Flounders live in 
estuaries but their 
young can travel a 
long way up the 
river, where the 
water is fresher. 
These flatfish 
have a mottled 
brown skin 

and a white 
underside. 


The Grey wagtail is often seen 
catching insects in flight over fast- 
flowing hill streams. The bird is 
grey on top, but its yellow belly 
=, and wagging tail give it away. 


Smelts live in big shoals in estuaries 
and spawn in fresh water. 


Fish feed at different levels in the river. The 
Bleak’s slanting mouth is ideal for surface > 

feeding. The Roach swims in mid-water, ore va They are small and 
while the bream sucks up food on the . silvery, delicious to eat 
muddy bottom with its tube mouth. , a and smell just like cucumber. 


WONDERS 
OF WEAVING 


Many kinds of rushes and reeds grow by ' Easel 
riverbanks. These plants provide excellent Weasel s 
nesting sites and materials for birds. For In Egypt, 2 special 
example, Moorhens weave their nests out of paper called 
reeds, while Reedwarblers weave grass round papyrus is 


reed stems to make their made out of xy 
nursery. Humans have reeds. 
learnt to weave, too ... 


LONGLASTING 
ROOF 

A skilled thatcher can 
make a roof out of 
reeds for your house 
that will last for over 
40 years. That’s 
much longer than 
most families stay 

in one place! 


WOVEN FURNITURE 
Osier stems can be woven into 

comfy chairs and pretty baskets 
to store things in - look and see 
if your laundry basket is woven. 


CLOTH 

Of course, humans 
weave other materials, 
too, such as wool and 
cotton. Many things 
around the home are 
woven, such as 
sheets, curtains and, 
of course, clothes. 


T BREAD PLANT 


Plaiting is a type of weaving, too, the way down, just as if 
and dough can be woven to make you were plaiting hair. 
a plaited loaf. Follow the recipe When you reach the bottom, 
for snake and snail bread in squeeze the sausages 
Discovering Nature issue 10. together. Brush with beaten 
When you’ve kneaded the egg. Follow the snake and snail 
dough, roll it into three sausage- bread instructions for letting the 
shapes. Squeeze them together dough rise and then baking it and 
at the top. Plait the sausages all you'll have a very fancy loaf for tea! 
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SHOEBOX LOOM 
You will need: 
shoe box, ruler, pencil, 
scissors, two balls of 
thick wool of different 
colours. 


a Draw short lines about 1cm apart and 1cm 
deep along the short ends of the shoe box. Cut 
carefully along these lines. This is your box loom. 


Squirrel says 


Craft knives are sharp 

and can cut you, 

so ask an adult 
for help. 


WOVEN BIRTHDAY GARD 


q Fold a sheet of coloured 
paper in half to make a 
card. Use a pencil and ruler 
| to draw a border about 3cm 
in from the edge, all the way 
round the front of the card. 
Cut slits in the front of the 
card with a craft knife and a 
ruler. Keep them about 2cm 
apart and try not to cut into 
the border. 


@ Take your first ball of wool. Make a knot in the end 
and fix it into the first cut. Take the wool to the opposite 
cut and slide it through. Slip the wool into the next cut 
along, and then bring it back to the opposite end of the 
box. Keep the wool fairly tight as you go. 

Keep going until you have wound the wool round all the 
cuts. When you've put the wool through the last cut, pull 
it taut and tie if off with a knot as close to the cut as you 
can. These long lines of wool are called the warp. 


2 Cut some strips of paper in other 

colours and weave these strips in and out 
of the slits. Push each strip down against 
the one below as you go. 


3 Tie a length of your second colour wool to the first warp 
thread. Use your fingers to weave it across the box, going 
under and over each line of warp. At the end, turn round 
and go back the other way, this time going over the threads 
you went under first time round, and under the threads you 
went over. These crossways lines are called the weft. 

Keep going to and fro’ in this way. Push the weft together 
with your fingers as you work your way along the box, so 
that you don’t have any gaps in your material. Don’t pull the 
weft too tight, or you'll pull the material out of shape. 


3 Neaten off the ends of the strips, but don’t make 
them so short that they'll slip through the slits. 


Write your 
message inside the 
card to finish it off, or make it 
really special by drawing a picture inside - you 
could choose one of the animals from How to draw. 


a When you come to the end of your weft wool, tie 
a new piece on with a double knot, trim off the ends 
and keep weaving. You can use different colours in 
your weft to make it really colourful. 

When you have covered all the warp, tie off the last 
weft thread with a big knot. Then take the weaving 
off the loom, by carefully sliding it out of the cuts. 


You have woven your own 
piece of cloth. Use it for a 
purse, a doll’s blanket, a 

saddle cloth for a toy horse, 
or even tie on some tassels 
and make a flying carpet! 


< MASTER NAVIGATOR 

Arctic terns make the longest trip of 
any migrating birds. Some of them fly 
from the Arctic Circle to the Antarctic 
and back again. But how do they find 
their way? Scientists have found tiny 
magnets in birds’ skulls, which tells 
us they are probably guided by the 
Earth’s magnetism. 


SPECIAL SENSES 


Most animals get along fine with five senses or 
less. But some senses are more important than 
others. Humans depend mainly on their eyes 
and ears, while animals often have a better 
sense of smell and touch. Some animals even 
have special senses to help them find their way 
and catch their prey. 


> THREE-EYED 
BEAST 

Two eyes aren’t enough 
for the Tuatara. It has a 
tiny extra one on top of 
its head. Nobody knows 
why it’s there, but it may 
be a sort of light meter or 
a temperature control. 


> LATERAL LINE 
Fish have a line of special cells 
running from head to tail. Each cell 
is like a minute cup of jelly with a 
bunch of sensitive hairs in it. This 
lateral line helps them to feel 
movements in the water - the 
ripples could be prey or danger. 


WELECTRICITY BILL 
The Duck-billed platypus is 
a deadly predator that looks 
half-bird-half-beaver. It 
homes in on crayfish, worms 
and insects with its sensitive 
ag bill. It picks up tiny electrical 
= pulses made by its prey’s 
Sag muscle movements in 
is mS the water. 

xf Come on! | \ 
( haven't got 

\_ all day. 


A SHOCKING BEHAVIOUR 
The Electric eel feels its way 
through the murky water of South 
American rivers by electricity. It 
sends out mild shocks and feels 
them rebound on to its pimples. It 
can also stun fish with a shocking 
blast of electricity. It’s powerful 
enough to knock down a mule. 


> CLOCKING TIME 

What time is it? Dinner time, 
reckons Farm dog. He knows 
exactly when his food is put 
out each day. Some animals | 
can tell what time of day it \ || 
is by a sort of 24-hour ‘\ 
‘clock’ inside them. 


Viantiaayl 


<SNAKE PITS 
Rattlesnakes hunt small mammals at 
night using special sense organs in 
pits below their eyes. When this 
Diamondback rattlesnake stalks in 
the dark, it sees a sort of picture 
made by the animal’s infra-red heat. 
It rarely misses when it strikes. 


: Where do Duck-billed 
platypuses live? 


“eleaysny : 


BLIND 

AS A BOTO 

The Boto is a kind of 

dolphin found in the 

River Amazon. It is 

virtually blind, but 
finds its way around, 
and catches its prey 
using echo-location, 
like a bat. 


“That’s not nice,” said Measly, when he found out 
the answer. “I'll show you I’m not useless. Come 
on — ask me something!” 


“OK!” replied Weasel — and here are the 


| 
| . 
IMWEAS LY; questions she asked. 


There was nothing in the world that Weasel liked 
better than to tease Measly. “You’re the wettest 
wimp in the whole world,” she said to him. “And 
you’re useless at doing things.” 

“No, I’m not,” Measly protested, feebly. 


“What did the sink say to the tap?” Weasel FIND THE ANSWER 
taunted him. Put the first letter of each picture in its box 
But Measly could not guess — can you? and spell out the answer to Weasel’s riddle. 


DIZZY LIZZY 

Match the words to the pictures and 
make six pairs of rhyming words, 
such as “Dizzy Lizzy”. 


GET THE NUMBER! 
Fill in the numbers and find the total. 
Add: 

A How many blackbirds baked in a pie? 
B How many sides has a pentagon? 

¢ How many notes in an octave? 

D How many eggs in a dozen? 
E How many years in a decade? 


Puzzle it out PR” 


“Stand still!” Weasel ordered Measly, while she Weasel tried to trick Measly every way she could. 
Measly managed to figure out the answers, TREES IN A FIELD : . . traced his shadow in the sand. Then she made him She started to ask him to do things that were 
even if it did take him a long time. Using only four straight lines, divide this land move and traced his shadow again. All in all she impossible. At that point Measly said, “I think I’ve 
“Try this!” said Weasel, tracing a claw into nine fields with one tree in each field. drew five shadows, then asked Measly which done enough now. You may not think I’m very 
through some earth. . shadow she had drawn twice. bright, but there is one thing that | can do that 
es as no one else does, my dear.” 
K¢ SHADOWS “What's that?” asked Weasel. 


i ? 
Which two shadows are exactly the same? “Listen to your singing,” said Measly, with a 


cheeky grin. Weasel just scowled. 


FLOOR STUNTS 


Weasel tried these on Measly - try them PICK UP THE PENCIL PLACE THE STONE 

on your friends and see how they do! Kneel down on the floor. Put your elbows by Mark a line on the floor, Stand \ 
your knees and your palms flat on the floor in with your toes on the line and \ 

front of you. Place a pencil at your fingertips. 


a 


(e909 8a 88 9) 


Then put your hands behind your back and Sea Aven ra ie & rea : = 2 Nill 
PICK YOURSELF UP try and pick up the pencil with your teeth! moving your feet. You're eee e a 
Lie on the floor on your tummy. Hold your allowed to put one hand on /) gee Eo IN ‘ ” 
hands behind your back. Now try to get up the floor over the line while 2 §§23 2 } C x { 
without moving your arms! a placing (not throwing) the : ge 3 E ip wy 
f } stone with the other. The a Fs 32 ¢ x se: 
hand that holds the Zac8e < 23 
stone is not allowed to \\\ < = ge : # 2 g : 
touch the ground at any 9 ERE 2 < 
time. Then return to the z a 3 2 g 
standing position without aN ssEag 
going over the line. a g8 Fl 5 z 


The sweatshirts 
are available in 
two colours, red 
and royahblie 
and are made 
from 70% cotton, 
30% polyester. 


If you don’t want to cut up your 
issue of Farthing Wood Friends 
simply copy the order form on to 
aysheet of paper or photocopy it. 


EACH SWEATSHIRT COSTS JUST £8.50 (IR£8.50), POSTAGE, PACKING AND VAT INCLUDED. 


PLEASE SEND ME 

___ x 28" RED sweatshirt(s) ___ x 28" BLUE sweatshirt(s) 
_____ * 30" RED sweatshirt(s) ____ x 30" BLUE sweatshirt(s) 
____ ¥ 32" RED sweatshirt(s) ____ x 32" BLUE sweatshirt(s) 
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made payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
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Card no: 


Expiry date: 


Cardholder's name: 


Signature: — mils 
(if under 18 parent or guardian must sign) 


Mrs/Ms/Mr 


Address 


Postcode 


(CAPITAL LETTERS PLEASE) 

Send your order to: Farthing Wood Friends sweatshirt offer, 
FREEPOST, PO Box 95, Hastings, TN35 4TJ. 

You can also order by phone on 0424 755755 — make sure you have 
your credit card details ready when calling. 

(For readers in UK and Rep of Ireland only) 


This offer is subject to availability. You should receive your order within 
28 days from the time the payment has been processed. Your money will be 
refunded if the sweatshirts are retumed in good condition within 14 days. 


The Animals of Farthing Wood are copyright 1992 EBU. 
Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


